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Up the Reds!
Ponteland and Darras Hall are still lucky enough to boast a good population of red squirrels and, over the past few weeks, we have received an increased number of reds being reported to us – which is great news!
However, we can’t rest on our laurels as we have also had several reports of grey squirrels being seen passing through gardens in the area.  Thanks to vigilant residents we have managed to trap a couple of greys recently, but we urge all homeowners to be extra vigilant over the coming weeks as this is the time that maturing greys are dispersing and looking for new areas to colonise. 

Grey squirrels are coming in from the Woolsington and Throckley areas, along with other areas such as Heddon and Wylam, where reds have not been seen for some time.  However, we believe that with effort these areas can get their reds back.  The proof is in the pudding as after continuous trapping of greys was carried out by the RSPP within the grounds of Heddon Hall, they have recently reported the return of  a small colony of reds after having no red sightings for a long time.  
We are hoping that Wylam and Woolsington will follow suit.  Woolsington’s rapidly declining red colony was finally wiped out earlier this year with a confirmed outbreak of squirrel pox virus.  Since then no reds have been reported. However, we believe that with the continued help from residents, who are successfuly trapping, and also the support of Newcastle Airport and nearby Havannah Nature Reserve, where greys have also been sighted, we can make these areas red only once again.
ABANDONED RED RELEASED
Cheeky, the aptly named abandoned red squirrel, who was saved from certain death by a caring Darras Hall resident earlier this year, has been successfully soft-released back into the wild.
At approximately 5-6 weeks old, the tiny red squirrel was found in a Darras Hall garden.  The residents watched the squirrel all day, waiting for his mum to return.  When dusk came it was apparent that the kitten had been abandoned.  After spending the night in the resident’s conservatory they contacted Ponteland Red Squirrels for help.  A Ponteland Red Squirrels member gave Cheeky round-the-clock care for twelve weeks before being successfully released back into the wild. “Cheeky was cold, dehydrated and very tired when he was brought to us,” reported the PRS member.  “A careful programme of care was carried out to ensure that the kitten was able to grow into a healthy young squirrel and be fully integrated back into the wild.  We are very pleased with the results.  He is completely wild, but is still a regular visitor to the garden where he was released.”

Northern Red Squirrels Goes From Strength to Strength
NORTHERN RED SQUIRRELS, created by Volunteers, for Volunteers, with aims to promote collaboration, cooperation and openness in order to save our red squirrels in the North, is proving to be a great success.  Over 40 voluntary groups have joined forces to encourage coordinated action and communication, not only with each other but also with the funded groups.       NORTHERN RED SQUIRRELS now has representation on the Red Alert Steering Group, Natural England, NWT, FC to name but a few and is part of the forthcoming Squirrel Review Committee. 
This is great news for Ponteland Red Squirrels and the other member groups, as it enables us to liaise and help each other, share ideas and best practice and pass on information.  NORTHERN RED SQUIRRELS is committed to encouraging communication, not only among the voluntary groups, but also with the funded groups, (Save Our Squirrels and RSPP) to ensure effective coordinated action.  
It is essential  for NORTHERN RED SQUIRRELS to encourage all villages, towns and areas to help save our red squirrels in the North, through ongoing grey squirrel control.  It is desperately important that we close any gaps and keep grey squirrels out of each area.  If the greys are allowed to become established (as they have in areas such as Prudhoe, Wylam, Riding Mill and Hexham) then it is a much more difficult task to bring the reds back, although by no means impossible.  Not only is it harder to motivate residents once they have lost their red squirrels, but as grey squirrels begin to take over these areas, their populations can easily explode.  Small pockets of red squirrels can easily become fragmented and surrounded by grey populations.  These vulnerable red populations will then have less chance of survival, even if control is in hand.  
If you would like further information about NORTHERN RED SQUIRRELS or know anyone who would become the member contact for their area, please visit the NRS website. NORTHERN RED SQUIRRELS also produces a quarterly newsletter, Northern News.  If you would like to receive a regular copy either by email or post please contact us on contact@northernredsquirrels.co.uk.


A Lean Winter Ahead?

By Penny Hewitt

Autumn is the time of year when red squirrels will be gathering supplies of natural foodstuffs to store for the winter.  They eat a wide variety of foods including tree seeds (nuts), berries, shoots and buds, flowers, lichens, bark and fungi.  A study on the Isle of Wight showed red squirrels spending 90% of their active time during the month of December eating a type of fungi which grows on oak trees.
Because the amount and type of food varies tremendously during the year from season to season, it is a good idea for the squirrel to stock its larder when food is plentiful.  Two types of food are generally stored, namely nuts and fungi.  Fungi can be wedged into cracks and crannies in tree trunks and the like, where they remain edible for some time.  Nuts and cones are buried singly at wide intervals throughout the home range.  These may be found by other squirrels or small animals and birds.  And, because it is unlikely that the squirrel remembers the location of its store, people have observed squirrels frantically scrabbling about on the ground looking for previously buried food.  Some studies have shown that red squirrels can smell and retrieve pine cones that have been buried up to 30cm deep!  There is, then, always the chance that their searching will uncover some other squirrel’s cache.

I have noticed, in my garden this year, a lack of beech nuts.  Last year’s crop was particularly abundant, which provided food for both squirrels and pigeons and made mowing the lawn a very noisy business.  What effect will the lack of nuts have on our squirrels this year, I wonder?  Also, the elder bushes, although covered in flowers in June are sadly short of berries, too.   Blackberries, however, seem plentiful and fungi is popping up all over the garden and within my wooded areas, too.  I am waiting to see which varieties might appeal to the taste buds of  our reds!  We would appreciate any observations you may have regarding these or other natural foodstuffs you have seen our red squirrels enjoying in your gardens.
Traditionally, Summer is the lean period for red squirrel food, and therefore it is essential to provide supplementary food at this time of year.  However we would like to appeal that you keep your feeders topped up this Autumn and Winter, as if the tree seeds are indeed in short supply our reds will welcome the additional food.  It has been proved that red squirrels are more likely to breed more successfully if they maintain a healthy weight.  We believe that, due to the ongoing threat of grey squirrels coming into the area, our reds need all the help they can get!
Red   Watch!





Safeguarding Ponteland’s Red Squirrels For Future Generations
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SQUIRREL MEETING


We are holding a squirrel meeting for anyone who would like to know more about what we are doing or would  like to get more involved with Ponteland Red Squirrels or Northern Red Squirrels.  Please join us to find out how you can help! ALL WELCOME!


Date: Tuesday 14th October 2008  7pm. Location: United Reformed Church, Broadway, Darras Hall


PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON: 07878 061880




















You may have noticed that we didn’t have a Summer edition of RED WATCH this year.  This is because we have been extremely busy and the summer just came and went!  In fact, due to the appalling weather we hardly noticed that summer had arrived!  We would like to thank all those who took part in our Snap Shot survey weekend, but were quite concerned because we didn’t get many sightings reported to us.  However, since then red sightings have been steady.  





We are joining in with the SOS Squirrel Quest,  Autumn Squirrel Survey and we would like to appeal to everyone to REPORT ALL SQUIRREL SIGHTINGS IN PONTELAND, DARRAS HALL AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS  TO US AT  PONTELAND RED SQUIRRELS, either via telephone or email.  This will help us establish how well our reds are getting on and alert us to any new grey influxes.  WE WILL THEN PASS ON THE SIGHTINGS TO SOS (as we always do) FOR INCLUSION INTO THEIR SQUIRREL QUEST SURVEY.








