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NORTHERN NEWS

Red Squirrel Survival Trust
to support NRS efforts

The Red Squirrel Survival Trust is a UK charity established to ensure the
conservation and protection of the red squirrel in the UK. Its Patron is HRH The
Prince of Wales. RSST is committed to partnering with dedicated and
knowledgeable local groups around the country. Their aims are not to reinvent
the wheel, but instead listen to local groups and work with them to protect red
squirrels in the UK.

The RSST aims to protect red squirrels by keeping reds and greys apart,
stabilising new and existing populations, funding research into a squirrel pox
vaccine and raising awareness of the plight of the red squirrel. The charity
favours the use of volunteers wherever possible to support its aims. As well as
ensuring strong community involvement in the cause, this also keeps
administration and overheads costs to a minimum. They believe it is crucial that
money is spent efficiently and wisely — either through targeted research, or
practical projects that make a difference where it counts: on the ground.
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The good news is that the RSST is in the process of developing a partnership with Northern Red Squirrels to
assist local volunteer groups continue their ongoing efforts to save our native red squirrel in the north. They
have already provided funds for 200 traps for use across the region!

Nurses attacked by Grey Squirrels

Health Staff in County Durham have been ordered to walk in pairs and even carry umbrellas to protect
themselves from being attacked by violent grey squirrels.

One nurse reported being “jumped upon by a grey squirrel” as she walked to work near Langley Park. The
shaken nurse said that “another landed on my head” and “caused reddening of the scalp.” NHS bosses
regarded it as so serious they sent a report to the Department of Health!

This isn’t an isolated case, as there have been many reports of greys ‘attacking’ people, often not reaching
the news. A dog-walker from Nottingham was also attacked by two grey squirrels as he walked through
Wollaton Park. “It was terrifying! I had to fight them off!” he said.

Why are these incidents being largely ignored? Perhaps it’s the British obsession regarding ‘fluffy
animals’ being cute. It’s about time people realised the damage and harm grey squirrels can cause.

55 and Rising!

Northern Red Squirrels now has 55 independent groups (including sub-groups) affiliated under the NRS
Umbrella. This is great news for our red squirrels — but we still have several gaps and need to encourage
cover in every area to ensure the safety of our red squirrels for future generations to enjoy.


http://www.northernredsquirrels.co.uk/

Northumberiand Report

Increased red sightings have made some of us smile! Reds have begun to re-colonise areas where
previously squirrel pox had wiped out colonies and other areas have reported the return of reds when greys
have been removed, including Gilsland Spa and Wylam. However, all is not rosy, as more and more
sightings of greys are beginning to be reported, mainly heading north from Gateshead, Derwent Valley and,
in particular Chopwell and surrounding woods.

After a bumper crop of acorns keeping all but the most greedy greys away from traps, the cold weather and
lack of food seems to be reaping its rewards as more greys are beginning to be tempted by the range of
peanuts, sunflower seeds and maize used as bait by volunteers. Humane trapping is essential and only
approved methods are used by Volunteers. Permission has been given by Castle Morpeth Borough Council
for NRS volunteers to trap on their pockets of land, which is great news and one which is being taken up by
Morpeth Red Squirrels— and we hope this will be extended to the whole of Northumberland when the
Unitary Council begins.

RSPP have run out of funds again and are unable to respond to new sightings. NRS volunteers are
continuing to respond to any sightings passed to us by this group and also by SOS. With our network
widening, volunteers are able to respond to most areas across the region, although priority is given to areas
where reds still exist or are close by. Hopefully, this year we will be able to extend into more of the South
East TyneValley and encourage residents to help us BRING BACK RED SQUIRRELS to this area. With a
brand new group called Tyne Valley Red Squirrels covering the Chollerford to Haydon Bridge area, we
have great hopes that reds will soon be a regular sight again in this area.

By Sally Hardy

Cumbrian Report

The news from Cumbria is very positive. There are many reports of reds returning to old habitats and far fewer greys.

Some of the regul ar tr app el whats waefd sate ofaffaies!r Hewever,allmp | a
this is only in areas where there has been and is ongoing grey control and this is certainly not the time for complacency.

The new South Lakes Group is up and running fully armed with traps and shooters. The hope is that this group can

spread over the whole of the south from Millom to Grange and then up to Coniston - ambitious but possible. In the north

of the county, there is a new North Cumbria Group which is hoping to work the area roughly between the A69 and the

Scottish Border. There are already very active and successful volunteers in the Brampton/Gilsland district and the

Carlisle area so they will, together, make a very fearsome force! Watch out greys!

The first project funded by the Red Squirrel Survival Trust (RSST) has been completed. It
was a total failure for grey control - there was none, but a new population of reds was found!
The project was in a Cumbria Wildlife Trust woodland and even they were not aware of the
redss However, this is an excellent examg
not working in the woodland the trapper spent time talking with residents and local
landowners. It seems that they all have been carrying out grey control, unaware of any local
squirrel group, and thus enabling the reds to survive. The whole area is now actively part of
Penrith and District Squirrel Group and the reds will be monitored. This was also an
opportunity to work with the CWT who are supportive of what we are doing and have invited
NRS to work in more of their Reserves. NRS has also started working with the National
Trust on some of their properties which is very encouraging.
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With support from RSST our ambitious goal of making Cumbria RED is becoming a real possibility. It will take a lot of
effort but as a united network we can make a difference to the welfare of the Red Squirrels.
By Jackie Foott

RSPP Campaign To Begin Again?
The recent Channel 4 documarnt, Squirrel Wars: Red vs Grey, about RSPP raised much discussion in the
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Lord Redesdale has confirmed that they have gained further funding and should begin trapping again soo



Formby & Southport Red Alert - News Report
SEFTONG RED SQUIRREL POPULATION CONTINUES TO COLLAPSE

Figures released today by the Lancashire Wildlife Trust have confirmed that the number of red squirrels in the Formby and
Ainsdale pinewoods has fallen dramatically as a result of the epidemic of squirrel pox virus which has swept the area for the past
two years. The woodlands have been surveyed six times a year by volunteers since 2002, enabling accurate monitoring of
changes in red squirrel numbers.

The population had shrunk to 40% of its normal size by spring 2008 and to 20% by early autumn. Red squirrels have continued
to be lost since then and it is likely that only one in ten of those present in 2006 have survived. It is possible that only a hundred or
S0 animals now remain in the pinewoods.

The squirrel pox epidemic has not been confined to the main Sefton Coast refuge woodlands, very large numbers have also
died in the urban areas of Formby and Ainsdale. But it has not yet spread south to Hightown or Blundellsands and Croshy.
Although no new cases of this deadly virus have been reported since Christmas there is no guarantee that the epidemic has
burned itself out i it may reappear at any time.

Local nature conservationists will therefore redouble their efforts to save Sefton® red squirrels and we ask members of the
public to continue phoning in sightings of any squirrels, red or grey, in the area to us on 07590-745862 or 0151-920 3769.
Steve White from the Lancashire Wildlife Trust said: fiVe have long known that the spread of squirrel pox from greys was the major
threat to the survival of Sefton@ red squirrels, but the speed with which this disease has taken hold has taken us by surprise. All is
not lost, though. If we can prevent a recurrence of the disease then the surviving red squirrels could recolonise the area quite
quickly.o
By David Rawlins

SOS Extended Until 2010

The Heritage Lottery Fund, who granted Red Alert’s Save Our Squirrels Project £626,000 for a 3year
project in 2006, have agreed to extend their grant claim period until July 2010. This will allow the SOS
team several additional months to continue their work and plan for the future.

Red Squirrel Review Ber wick Red Squi
The Red Squirrel Review is in its final stages and Youngest Monitor
the findings should be revealed soon. L et & s L9y '

this review will inform greater unified efforts for the
whole of the North.

Stumpy, Hero of the Lakes

Pat and Tim Cook, PRSG - Patterdale
Contacts, who have produced a Children’s
Book to raise awareness of the red squirrel
issues, are pleased to report that sales have
now covered their costs and any future sales
will be going directly to the Red Squirrel efforts. ”
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TRAP DESTRUCTIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS, TOO

| shall not rehearse, here, the details of the appalling habitat loss in the village of Heads<ONodkia ;

but would urge eeryone to be vigilant in matters relating to habitaAs we continue our grey control,
could we also scan the planning application columns in our local newspapers and challenge anythir
which, if allowed, would become inimical the weltbeing of red guirrels? The insidious rise in the
number of applicationsffecting woodland, from those who appear undeterred by the constraints of the
Wildlife and Countryside Acis disturbing. Challenging would remind planners of their obligations under
that Actwhich, for the time being, is largely impotent and will remain so unless it is enfoickdve a
horror that one day soon we shall hear of a group of volunteers, perhaps one of our groups, who will ha
successfully cleared a wood of greys allowingsréal return, only to lose it eventually to an unchallenged
planning application. The Wildlife and Countryside Act has been manipulated into a moribund state,
demonstrating that the caring words in the Act relating to red squirrels were drafted purethefor

adornment of the statute and have no other practical purpose.
By Bernard Widdowson, Brampton Red Squirrels

A NEW GROUPTYNE VALLEY RED SQUIRRELS

Volunteers have come together to form a new Red Squirrel group on the northern side of the Tyne. It is the Fifty-
C A TgrouQn'the North and covers the area between Haydon Bridge and Chollerford and extending up to Wark and
Simonburn.
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east coast of England, to enable the Reds to stay and thrive in both Northumberland and Cumbria. The next serious
gap in our defences is in the area around Hexham and Corbridge, and Stocksfield, so we urgently need enthusiastic
volunteers to plug these gaps and set up groups in these areas.
Tyne Valley Red Squirrels (TVRS) is a brilliant new group, currently raising awareness of its activities and asking for
sightings of all squirrels through posters and articles. It is also creating a map of the area which will pinpoint
AaA3AKGAYy3Ia 2F 020K wSRA IFyR DNBeazr (GNIXLBA YR RSaL}l GO
By Della Marian

Penrith and District Red Squirrel Groughich has been established since 1994, now have a brand
new website. You can visit this at: www.penrithredsquirrels.org.uk

So far this year, we have been lucky enough to have up to seven Reds
coming to the garden every day. They look particularly healthy - but why
not - they have plenty of food and don't have to work very hard to get it!
And they know it! The only concern is that, now that the weather is getting
better, the traffic is building up on our narrow North Tyne road - especially
the Motor bikes, so we are expecting one or two inevitable casualties in
the coming weeks. There have been no reports of Greys in our area for
quite some time, but plenty of sightings of Reds in places where they have
been absent for years! Good news indeed!

| was disappointed in the Squirrel Wars film on Channel Four. It could Photo by Don Clegg

have been done so much better if it had given a more balanced view of the problems facing Reds and the desperate
need, at least in the short term, to cull Greys. Instead it concentrating on the crusade of one man determined to kill all
Greys, whether they are a threat to established colonies of Reds or not. What a waste of a great opportunity to inform
the general public and to recruit more to our cause.

By Don Clegg, Falstone

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER TO ANYONE INTERESTED IN RED CONSERVATION!
Thank you to ALL our contributors. Our next NRS Northern News will be out at the end of May 2009.
If you would like to contribute stories, information, events please send them to
Sally: email pontelandredsquirrels@yahoo.co.uk by 20" May 2009.
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