
 

 

NORTHERN NEWS 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Northern Red Squirrels (NRS) has certainly made an impact since its inception two years ago!  From our 

presence at the quarterly Red Alert North England (RANEng) meetings – putting the volunteer perspective 

forward; to Jackie’s participation on the Red Squirrel Review Board, making sure that volunteers’ point of 

view is made clear; our involvement with the Red Squirrel Survival Trust and; encouraging new groups to set 

up to look after red squirrels in their own communities.  

 

NRS was set up to bring together voluntary action and be the ‘voice’ for volunteers in the North. NRS is a forum and 

its aims are also to encourage more local community action as this is really the key to saving our reds.  Groups 

‘signing up’ always remain totally independent – which works!  The thinking behind this strategy is that each group’s 

area and needs are unique and therefore should be controlled at local levels.  Several new local groups have emerged 

over the past two years and are working hard to save, or bring back, reds in their own areas.  All power to voluntary 

action! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SQUIRREL ACTION 

GREENHEAD AND GILSLAND (SAGG) 

 

Local Volunteer Group ‘SAGG’ is celebrating its 3rd 
Birthday in March 2010.  Three years ago, Jan Kippax, 
founder member, called a meeting in the Gilsland Village 
Hall to highlight the plight of our native reds.  With many 
interested people turning up, a group was soon set up and 
has not looked back since. With nearly 20 members from all 
walks of life, but with one common interest - saving our red 
squirrels, Sagg has become involved in many projects. 
 
SAGG hold a stall at the monthly farmers market in 
Greenhead where funds are raised to help cover the costs of 

administration, grey control and generally raising awareness 
to other local groups such as WI, Gardening clubs, the 
Rainbows etc. 
Just recently they have secured funding from the RSST ( 
Red Squirrel survival Trust) to employ a trapper to work in 
and around the border, Cumbria/Northumberland, along the 
A69 corridor and surrounding areas. 
Working hand in hand with Northern Red Squirrels, SOS, the 
Forestry Commission and Natural England we strive to make 
Greenhead/Gilsland a safe and secure haven for our 
beloved reds.  By Jan Kippax              
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Allen Valley Red Squirrels 

Over £200 has been raised during October, November and 
December thanks to sales of goods at Bardon Mill Conker 
Championships, The Hemmel at Allenheads and the 
Christmas Fairs at Allendale Middle and First Schools. Many 
thanks to everyone who bought items from us and to those 
who gave generous and much appreciated donations.  Until 
May 2010, sales now depend on local cafes, b & b's who 
kindly display goods for us and to private sales by members 
of AVRS. 
Sightings of both reds and greys have been received over 
the past 3 months, the majority of which have been reports 
of reds.  Of the greys which were reported, at least 4 have 
been despatched and traps have been set in the areas 
where the greys were sighted. J Watts, AVRS 
 

RED SQUIRREL SURVIVAL TRUST 
Our thanks must go to The Red Squirrel Survival 
Trust, who has certainly made its mark since 
erupting onto the Red Squirrel Conservation 
platform! Taking the bull by the horns, RSST seems to 
have managed to help pull together most of those 
working to save red squirrels and be part of some 
major funding efforts and new initiatives across the UK.  
To be successful, we have to work together, and this 
has always been a key aim for volunteers and it is 
heartening to have such an influential body behind us! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? THE AVERAGE RED SQUIRREL 
CONSERVATION VOLUNTEER IS THOUGHT TO WORK FOR 

MORE THAN 3 HOURS A DAY TO HELP OUR REDS 

 



Red’s Remarkable Recovery 
At last some good news from Formby!   As you are 

aware, our Red 
Squirrels have 
suffered a drastic 
decline due to the 
outbreak of squirrel 
pox.  It started in 
Ainsdale in 2006 
where it wiped out 
the entire red 
squirrels population 
at the Ainsdale 

National Nature Reserve. By 2008 it had spread southwards 
to infect all of the Formby pinewoods, killing many hundreds 
of red squirrels. 
      Monitoring by our Red Alert volunteers and coordinated 
by the Lancashire Wildlife Trust showed that the red squirrel 
population had fallen to 20% of its normal size by October 
2008. Fortunately, however, the disease had burned itself 
out by December of that year, leaving red squirrels in the 
neighbouring Hightown and Blundellsands unaffected. 
      The hard winter of 2008/09 took a further toll and by 
March numbers were down to 15% of normal but results 

from the resent October survey indicate that red squirrels 
have had a very productive breeding season this last year, 
producing a threefold increase in their numbers. 
      The battle to save our red squirrels is far from over. 
Luckily a very localised outbreak of squirrel pox in 
Blundellsands last October failed to spread but it remains of 
the utmost importance to keep invading grey squirrels away 
from our reds. People are urged to report all sightings of both 
grey and red squirrels in the Sefton area to the Wildlife 
Trust on 07950 745862. 
      The other item of good news is that Liverpool University 
is running a PhD project entitled “Merseyside Red Squirrel 
Survival Project” with Tim Dale, a practicing vet. He will trap 
healthy red squirrels from the Formby pinewoods, insert 
micro chips and take blood and fur samples. Currently, Tim 
is looking at whether the reds we have left have any 
immunity to the squirrel pox and is trying to find as many 
helpers as possible so he can catch as large a cross section 
of the population so that his results will have some statistical 
meaning. We wish him every success with this project and 
eagerly await the results.  
 
By David Rawlins.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WAITROSE AWARDS £500 TO PONTELAND RED SQUIRREL GROUP 

We would like to thank WAITROSE and its excellent ‘Community Initiative 

Project’ for the £500 awarded to Ponteland Red Squirrel Group!  We would also 

like to thank all those people who chose to put their GREEN DISCS in our box in 

November.  It was heartening to realise how many people care for our population red 

squirrels. 

The funds will be used to support the continued work we are doing in Ponteland and 

district to ensure the safety of our red squirrels.  Ponteland is a unique area where 

residents are lucky enough to share their gardens, woodlands, parks, workplaces and 

golf course with red squirrels.  It’s great to know our residents and local businesses support our efforts to make 

Ponteland a safe haven for red squirrels for future generations.                            By Sally Hardy

SLALEY REDS ON THE 
INCREASE 

Slaley Red Squirrel Group are going 

from strength to strength under the 

coordination of Margaret and Ken 

Bates, with a dedicated  group who are 

passionate and determined to assist our 

native red squirrels in their fight for 

survival in our area. 

Over the past year they have been very 

active and this has been rewarded with 

increased sightings of reds in the area, 

including around the Slaley Hall Estate.  

One golfer reported, ‘It’s really great 

that the last twice I have visited Slaley I 

have seen a red squirrel on the course – 

and no greys!’  Now with a new 

successful grant from the RSST/NE/FC 

Grey Control Fund, they are set to go 

from strength to strength.  Come on you 

reds! 

 

Cumbria Woman of the Year – Well Almost! 
I was delighted and amazed to receive an invitation to the Cumbria Women 
of the Year lunch last November in Grasmere after being nominated in 
'recognition of my personal achievements,' in other words for red squirrel 
conservation work.  The whole event was exceptional with superb attention 
to detail - it was obviously designed by women wanting to give a special treat 
to other women!  The lunch was delicious (with 4 types of chocolate mini 
desserts!) and lots of goodies as gifts to take home.  
OK, I admit, it was lovely to be honoured in this way, but what made it special 
for me was recognition of the importance of red squirrel conservation.  In the 
past, we have almost been part of a covert operation, quietly getting on with 
the job but not talking about it too much.  Today, as volunteers we can feel 
proud of our work preventing the extinction of a native species, even though 
the odds have sometimes been stacked against us.  I should like to thank not 
only the person who nominated me for the award, but also all of you who 
have supported me in Cumbria.  Being a 'noisy' person definitely has some 
disadvantages, but at least I have found a way of focusing my energy into 
something positive!   
(If you are wondering, the 2009 Woman of the Year was a nuclear physicist 
from Sellafield who has spent a lifetime involved with national and 
international Girl Guides - a very worthy winner.)            By Jackie Foott 

 
 



COOKING UP SUPPORT FOR ALLERDALE RSG 
The Squirrel's Pantry Tea Room in 
Cockermouth, Cumbria has published a 
recipe book in aid of Allerdale Red Squirrel 
Group. 
       The Squirrel's Pantry is a Victorian tea room 
which has a red squirrel feeding station on view 
from the tearoom.  The red squirrel theme was 
started by the former proprietor of the tea room, 
Susan Southworth, a volunteer with the 
Allerdale Red Squirrel Group. 
      The current owner, Janet Watson, came up 
with the idea for the book in response to  
customer demand. Susan and Janet planned 
the design of the book and the contents. The book contains 
45 recipes, photographs and interesting red squirrel facts. 
Some of the recipes are dishes that are served in the tea 
room and others are contributions from red squirrel 
volunteers, Wendy Martin, Sarah McNiel, Jo KIrkbride, 
RSST's Joshua Perry, visitors to the tearoom and family 
members.  Prince Charles has received a copy and is most 
interested in the Brunswick Stew recipe which uses grey 
squirrels and which he might "try one day"! 
      The book contains recipes such as curried parsnip soup, 

credit crunch hash, cheddar curry, creamy tomato 
and pancetta tagliatelle, malteser cake and our 
famous "Flower Pot Bread". It also has contact 
details for reporting grey squirrels.  The book's 
cover photo was taken  by another Allerdale 
Squirrel Group volunteer,  Malcolm Moore, wildlife 
photographer.  
      Robin Page described the book in his recent 
publication for the Countryside Restoration Trust 
magazine the "Lark" as "a fantastic little book, full 
of tremendous recipes and great squirrel photos 
with a  tasty dish on every page." 
      The book costs just £5 and Janet and Susan 

hope to raise £3,500 for the Allerdale Red Squirrel Group. 
Sales of the book have been fantastic and a reprint might be 
needed. All the profit from the book sales, is going towards 
red squirrel conservation/grey control in Allerdale. 
      If you are interested in buying the book you can send 
a cheque for £6 inc P&P to Squirrels Pantry, Oakhurst 
Garden Centre, Lamplugh Road, Cockermouth Cumbria 
CA130QN cheques made out to Allerdale Red Squirrel 
Group. 
By Susan Southworth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTHUMBERLAND REPORT 

      Northumberland volunteers are celebrating their success in securing RSST/FC/NE grants for several areas across 

the Northumberland Region.  Seven areas will benefit from the funding including The Wansbeck corridor, Tyne 

Valley, North Tyne, Berwick, South East of Harwood Forest, South of Kielder (East from Gilsland) and Slaley area.  

This will certainly help to protect our reds both in and out of the buffer zones and reserves. 

      Morpeth Red Squirrel Group, founded by Norris Athey, has been working hard, culling over 100 greys to date.  

They have secured a Bank’s Landfill Grant with SOS, leading to the employment of a contracted grey squirrel 

controller and  have recently reported new sightings of red squirrels in woodlands which were previously infested with 

greys. With further help from an RSST/FC/NE Grants Norris and MRS are set to make Morpeth strictly RED ONLY. 

      A new group is underway in the area south east of Harbottle.  Jeanne, founder member of Upper Wansbeck and 

Coquet dale RSG has joined forces with David Woods to raise awareness with the farming community and land-

owners in the area as there is a growing problem with greys. Their RSST/NE/FC Grant to purchase traps will be a 

great help.  SOS’s trapper, Jamie, has also lent a hand by hosting a trapping workshop in the area. 

      Red squirrels are still being sighted across the whole region, some in places where they have not been seen for at 

least 18 months. Unfortunately, we still have several black spots to deal with, where greys have become entrenched. 

Let’s hope, the tide will turn and our reds will be allowed to recolonise these areas soon! 

Greetings Everyone From The South West! 
 Some of you will be wondering what a Northerner is doing down here when I was so happy at Sinderhope 

surrounded by wonderful countryside, friends and red squirrels. It was a difficult decision to make but illness and age 
have a way of limiting choices. However, I am now living near my children in Somerset, a lovely county but - wait for it 
- no red squirrels. This is very sad indeed and I am driven to fury when I see the greys here about. My neighbour has 
them in her roof, they cavort about in the churchyard and I have even seen one in my garden. If it comes again I shall 
have my trap and peanut butter bait waiting for it!  

What keeps me from despair is the fact that most people here know the greys are real pests. In reality there are too 
many greys for a few individuals to cope with at present in this area - but there is hope, a new group has been formed 
to establish reds on the Isle of Purbeck in Devon. It goes by the name of Red Squirrels South West. I have attended 
one of their meetings and it is really encouraging to know that a start on the mainland here is being initiated at last. 

More locally I found that a butcher in Wells market sells grey squirrel meat and a young man saw the red squirrel 
sticker on my car- (Red Squirrels need your Help) - he thought that reds were extinct. I soon put him straight. So 
perhaps there is still something I can do in the education line. So please let me remain an honorary member of 
Northern Red Squirrels as I try to do my bit in Somerset.              By Dr Wendy Nicholson 
 



CUMBRIA REPORT 

There is so much happening in the Cumbrian Squirrel World at the moment it is hard to know where to begin.  In many 
areas the greys suddenly appeared in almost record numbers at the end of 2009 and it is difficult to work out why.  
Obviously they had a good breeding season and then I wonder if the increased numbers which we were recording as 
culled are due to the increased grey control we now have.  In the past, there were so many greys around that it was 
hard to know whether we had more or less but now, in areas where greys are now the minority, any increase in 
sightings and culls are immediately noted.  At least the dispersing young we caught will not be breeding this year! 
During February, Red Squirrels of South Scotland are coordinating a joint effort of 'Cross Border Grey Control' with all 
groups and landowners, hoping to hit the greys hard after a harsh winter and before breeding.  The aim is to have 
contiguous control from the Solway to Kielder on both sides of the Border giving 'nowhere for the greys to hide.'  This 
kind of approach and cooperation shows that the goal of NRS to work with other organisations is really having an effect 
- let's hope that the results of the cull are equally encouraging.   
All the NRS groups are currently involved in the Mapping Project which will be an invaluable exercise at all levels.  This 
will demonstrate just where the grey control is and is not all across the North of England, but importantly for the groups it 
is a chance to take an overview of our own areas and make sure there no „black holes‟. 
We could discuss forever the history of squirrel politics in Cumbria over the past 15 years, but I think we now need to 
step back and look at the bigger picture.  Northern Red Squirrels has helped us gain improved communication and 
coordination and most importantly provided volunteers with representation and recognition.  In April 2009 we were 
privileged to have HRH The Prince of Wales launching RSST at Levens, and since then progress has advances in leaps 
and bounds.  After reviewing the entire situation in the north of England,  RSST has worked wonders by 'filling in the 
gaps,' by providing funding and by being our advocate in behind-the-scenes negotiations. In Cumbria, we are now 
working closely with LDNPA, CWT, FC, NE, RSSS, local councils and others.  It would have been hard to believe even 
a year ago that we could actually receive 'government' funding for our work and yet several of our groups have recently 
obtained grants from the Grey Control Fund established by RSST, NE and FC.   
 There are many more 'ideas' in the pipeline such as increasing community involvement and a media campaign - 
more on these later.  In the meantime, the concept of 'Painting Cumbria RED' is looking more and more feasible.  
Keep on squirrelling! 
J Foott 

 

BERNARD  WIDDOWSON 
 

It is with deep sadness, that we announce the tragic loss of one of 
our founder members and good friend, Bernard Widdowson. 
Bernard has been a stalwart member since the beginning.  He has 
contributed so much, and still had so much more to share with us. 
 
The memories of time spent in the garden (which Bernard created 
from scratch) with Bernard and Jo, and our woodland forays will 
stay with me always. Along with the time I had to do a Red Squirrel 
presentation at my son’s school, something I wasn’t looking forward 
to. Bernard sensed this and volunteered “to help me“. As it turned 
out I could only stand there totally captivated along with all the 
children, and watch a true master at work . 
By Keith Wells - Brampton Red Squirrel Group . 

 

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER TO ANYONE 

INTERESTED IN RED CONSERVATION! 
Thank you to ALL our contributors. Our next NRS Northern News will be out at the end June 2010 

If you would like to contribute stories, information, events please send them to  

The Editor: email pontelandredsquirrels@yahoo.co.uk by  30
th

 May 2010 
 

NORTHERN RED SQUIRRELS  
www.northernredsquirrels.org.uk  

Telephone: 07878 061880  

. Bernard, giving his time to help an 

abandoned red squirrel. Rest in Peace 

mailto:pontelandredsquirrels@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.northernredsquirrels.org.uk/

